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(57)Abstract: 




PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent ink 



16 l(a 



from leaking out via an air ventilating hole and 
closing the hole even when an ink cartridge is 
turned over. 

SOLUTION: A ring-shaped groove 92 
surrounding a pressure reducing hole 14 is 
formed on a bottom face in a passage 16 
communicating with an air ventilating passage 
and a plurality of projections 93 are formed at a 
portion between the pressure reducing hole 14 
and a through-hole 16a such that the 
projections 93 are projected from the bottom 
face in the passage 16, then a plurality of 
narrow passages are formed between the 
projections 93 and between the projection 93 
and a side face of the passage 16. In the case 
where the ink cartridge is turned over and a 
wall 27 compresses a porous material 8, even if 
ink bleeding to a portion in the vicinity of the 
wall 27 leaks out from the pressure reducing 
hole 14, the ink is received by a groove 92 at an upper side when the ink cartridge is 
returned to be in a normal condition. The ink which tends to flow toward a 
through-hole 16 is held by one or more narrow passages 94 by virtue of a surface 
tension or a capillary phenomenon so that the other narrow passages 94 maintain the 
condition for communicating with the open air. 
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